
FORTE:  Mathematics, Grade 2 – Unit II:  Lesson B2 

 
Mathematics, Grade 2 
Unit II:  Lesson B2 Game:  Close Call 

This is a subtraction game you can learn to play. You can teach you friends how to play (2-5 players). 

MATERIALS: 

 Deck of Uno cards 

 Paper and pencil 

The object of the game is to be the player with the lowest total score. 

RULES OF THE GAME: 

1. Take the zeros and word cards out of the deck of Uno cards. Shuffle the cards. Give each player four 
cards, face down. 

2. Turn up two more cards and lay them in the middle of the table. The first card goes in the tens’ place 
and the second in the ones’ place to form the call number. Example, a four then an eight makes 48. 

3. The players turn up their four cards. They arrange them into two-digit numbers, so that when they 
subtract their two numbers the result will be as close to the call number as possible. 

4. To find the score, each player finds how close they are to the call  
number by subtracting their result from the call number or the call  
number from their result. This depends on which number is larger.  
For example, if the call number is 46 and a player has: 

 

The score would be 46 – 39 = 7 for that round. The player would  
have a score of seven points. Remember you can go over or  
under the call number when you subtract. 

5. This goes on for five rounds. For each new round turn up two new cards from the deck for the new call 
number. Players may choose to use their same four, or they may be dealt four new cards. 

6. The scores from all the rounds are added together. 

7. After five rounds, the player with the lowest total score wins. 

Write your answers to these questions on a sheet of paper. Hand it in with your new game rules to the teacher. 
Think of a different way to play this game. 

1. How would you change the rules? Play it your way. Write out your new rules. 

2. What is different about your version? 

3. What did you keep the same? 

Adapted from Family Math 

1 8 2 4 

 The best play would be: 
 

  3 9 

1 8 

2 4 


