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Mathematics, Grade 2 
Unit III:  Lesson C2 Activity:  Scoops in a Jar 

This is an activity center you can make. You can teach your friends how to use it. 

MATERIALS: 

 Jars in various sizes and shapes 

 Scoops 

 Rice 

 Funnels 

 Tubs 

 Paper to make recording sheets 

 Masking tape 

 Pencils 

 Beans 

 Sand 

 Colored water 

 Cornmeal   

Set up a measuring center with various scoops, jars, funnels, and rice. You will show the group how to do the 

activity. Then they will measure and record on their own. 

DEMONSTRATING THE CENTER: 

1. Choose a jar. Put a strip of masking tape along the length of the jar. The tape will be measured from 
the top opening to the bottom. 

2. Choose a scoop. Have the group estimate how many scoops of rice they think it will take to fill the jar. 
Record their estimates. 

3. Place the jar in a tub. Put a funnel into the jar. Fill the scoop with rice and pour the rice into the jar. 
Shake the bottle so the rice will be level. Draw a line with a pencil on the masking tape at the height of 
the rice in the jar. That line marks the first scoop. Continue adding scoops of rice until the jar is full. 
Mark off each scoop on the tape. 

4. Pour the rice out of the jar into the bucket. Put the jar on its side and trace the outline of the jar on a 
piece of paper. Trace the scoop. This is your recording sheet. 

5. Take the strip of masking tape off the jar and place it on the traced shape of the jar on the recording 
sheet. 

6. Count the number of lines to find out how many scoops it took to fill the jar. Record the number inside 
the traced shape of the scoop on the recording sheet. 

Compare the estimates with the actual number. Now, use the same steps to measure your other items such 

as colored water, sand, beans, and cornmeal. On the recording sheet compare the total number of scoops it 

took to fill the jar for each item. Will they be the same? How? Will they be different? How? Hand in the 

recording sheet and the answers to these questions to your teacher. 

Adapted from "Scoops in a Jar" by Jaine Kopp, CMC ComMuniCator, Vol. 15, No.3 


