
FORTE:  Social Studies, Grade 8 – Unit V:  Lesson C1 

 
Social Studies, Grade 8 
Unit V:  Lesson C1 Report:  Patent Laws 

Research the patent laws. 

After inventing the cotton gin, Eli Whitney took out a patent. People ignored the patent and built thousands of 

copies of Whitney's cotton gin. What would happen today if someone copied a patented invention? 

Discuss your findings in a written report. 


